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The 50-doctor poll... 
(Continued from page 561) 


enough time with patients, the great majority (n=35) 


said they personally spend enough time; only 12 physi- 
cians admitted they didn’t. 
The greatest contrast was observed when the physi- 


While most physicians felt the worst parts of being a 
physician were the hours (n=30) and hospital politics 
(n=22), they felt the best parts were the intellectual chal- 
lenges (n=40) and helping people (n=33); more than 
one answer could be chosen for this question. Money 
also was included as a choice for these questions, and 9 
physicians included it under the “worst part of being a 
physician” compared with 2 including it under the “best 
part.” Clearly, money is not a large motivating factor in 
the profession! In fact, the number-one choice to “Why 
did you become a doctor?” revealed the essentially 
altruistic side of medicine, with the majority (n=44) 
answering, “Wanted to help people.” 


It’s not you, it’s me 

Other questions, like the fair pay issue, revealed 
“everyone but me” mindsets. For instance, while more 
than half (n=29) felt physicians in general don’t spend 


cians were asked if those in their profession have “God 
complexes.” While more than half of those surveyed 
(n=28) said “Yes, physicians fall prey to this ego con- 
dition,” only 2 physicians admitted to having such a 
complex. 

Other questions in the survey covered taboo topics. 
When asked if physicians ever get turned on by 
patients, 26 responded “never,” yet 22 admitted “some- 
times.” Another 35 confessed that doctors and nurses 
“sometimes” flirt in the operating room. And when 
asked, “Do you ever get grossed out?” 15 of the 50 
physicians answered “yes.” Reasons cited were: “Bad 
smells,” “Autopsies,” “Had to remove someone’s eyes 
because of cancer.” 

For the full survey, go to http://nymag.com/health/ 
bestdoctors/2007/33164/. While surfing the Web, be 
sure to check out www.surgicalroundsonline.com for 
more Surgeon’s Bulletin Board . 
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